Little Tots Baby and Child Classes
Safeguarding Policy
At Little Tots Baby and Child Classes, the welfare of every child is my highest priority. I am committed to creating a safe, supportive, and nurturing environment for all children attending my classes. I follow strict safeguarding practices at all times.
1. Purpose
- Protect children from harm, abuse, and neglect.
- Ensure I understand my responsibilities regarding safeguarding.
- Provide clear procedures for reporting concerns.
- Promote safe practice and a culture where children feel secure and supported.
2. Scope
- All children attending my classes, including babies and toddlers.
- Parents, carers, and guardians.
3. Legal Framework
- Children Act 1989 & 2004
- Working Together to Safeguard Children (UK government guidance)
- Keeping Children Safe in Education (KCSIE)
4. Definitions
- Child: Any individual under the age of 18.
- Safeguarding: Protecting children from maltreatment, preventing impairment of their health or development, and ensuring they grow up in safe circumstances.
- Child Protection: Actions taken to protect children who are suffering or at risk of harm.
5. Responsibilities
- I am responsible for ensuring all children are safe and for following this safeguarding policy.
- I will listen to children, take concerns seriously, and act promptly if I suspect a child is at risk.
- I maintain professional boundaries and treat every child with respect.
- If I work with my colleague for a class, I ensure they follow safe practice in line with this policy. 
6. Recognising Abuse
- Physical abuse: Unexplained injuries or frequent accidents.
- Emotional abuse: Low self-esteem, withdrawal, or fearfulness.
- Sexual abuse: Inappropriate sexual behaviour or disclosure.
- Neglect: Poor hygiene, malnutrition, or untreated medical issues.
7. Reporting Procedures
If I suspect a child is at risk:
1. I listen calmly and take the child seriously.
2. I record my concern in writing, noting date, time, facts, and observed signs.
3. I report immediately to the local children's services or police if necessary.
Confidentiality:
- Information is shared only on a need-to-know basis.
- Records are stored securely and confidentially.
8. Safe Practice
- I maintain appropriate physical contact for babies and toddlers, with parent consent where necessary.
- Children are never left alone with me or any assistant.
- I check facilities for hazards before each class.
9. Training
- I have completed Level 2 Safeguarding Children and Young People training.
- I keep up to date with safeguarding legislation and guidance.
10. Reviewing the Policy
- I review this policy annually or sooner if legislation or practices change.
Designated Safeguarding Lead:
Maria Green:  07588 157231
Next Review Date: September 2026
