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DETECTION DOG TRIALS
Official Rulebook
Section 1: Membership & Eligibility
1.1 Membership
1. A valid DDT membership is required to enter and qualify at any trial.
1. Memberships are valid for the full calendar year — January 1 through December 31 — regardless of when you join.
1. Membership is managed through DDT Pro.
1.2 Dog Eligibility
1. All breeds are welcome, including mixed breeds.
1. Each handler may enter 1 dog per level per trial.
1. Please advise your host of all odours your dog is trained on, including the one you’ll be competing on.
1.3 Nervous & Reactive Dogs
1. We welcome nervous and reactive dogs — every team’s journey is different and we respect that. Judges will be present in the search area and need to be able to see your dog work and indicate, but will give space where possible.
1. The safety and wellbeing of every dog, handler, and person on site is our shared priority. Participation of nervous or reactive dogs is at the host and judges’ discretion. If safety or welfare becomes a concern at any point, the host or judge may ask you to leave. Their decision is final.
1.4 Bitches in Season/Heat
1. Bitches in season/heat may run at the end of the day where odour placement allows, at the host’s discretion. Please give your host as much notice as possible.
1. If the host is unable to accommodate your bitch at that trial, you will receive a credit to use at a future trial.
Section 2: Trial Entries & Fees
2.1 Entry Rules
1. Run times may not be switched unless you are on the same odour and your host has approved the change.
1. The elements on offer at each trial are set by the host.
2.2 Entry Fees
1. UK: £85 for 4 elements.
1. US: $100 for 4 elements.
Section 3: Trial Day Rules
3.1 Venue & Odour Restrictions
1. No odours may be placed in a trial venue within 1 week of the event.
1. On trial day, odour placement is for the judge only — this includes competitors’ vehicles. You are welcome to bring an odour tin for your dog to nose-touch before your run.
1. Hosts may set up a practice area, though this is not required.
3.2 Weather
1. DDT runs year-round, but in truly extreme conditions it is at the judge’s discretion whether the trial proceeds. The safety and welfare of every dog and handler is always the priority.
3.3 Equipment
1. No correctional equipment or training aids may be worn at a trial. A flat collar or harness is acceptable.
1. Dogs may work on or off lead unless your host specifies otherwise in advance. If venue conditions change on the day, the host may request on-lead work.
3.4 Rewarding in the Search Area
1. You may reward your dog in the search area with a toy or food.
1. Food must not be crumbly or dropped on the floor. Please do not interfere with the hide.
3.5 Conduct in the Search Area
1. If a dog urinates or defecates in the search area, the judge may deduct points under Obedience to Search, or disqualify if it is considered marking — judged more strictly indoors. The judge may pause the run to clean the area.
1. To keep things fair for all competitors, any interest shown by a subsequent dog in a previously soiled area will be disregarded in scoring. The judge will advise you of the affected area if relevant to your run.
1. The welfare of every dog is paramount. If a judge feels a dog is being harshly handled, is uncomfortable, or is in pain, they have the right to end the run and ask the competitor to leave, or pause to discuss.
3.6 Judge’s Authority & Disqualification
1. The judge’s decision is final. Arguing a ruling will result in automatic disqualification.
1. If a team is disqualified, has their run stopped, or is asked to leave for any reason, entry fees will not be refunded.
Section 4: Levels & Progression
4.1 General
1. Competitors may start at any level and move up whenever they feel ready — it’s your journey to pace.
1. You are always welcome to enter any level NFC (Not For Competition), regardless of where you are currently competing.
1. Once established at a level, moving back down is not permitted except in the circumstances outlined in 4.3.
4.2 Winning Out
1. Preliminary: Score 80 points or above 3 times — earns the Sapphire Title and moves the team up to Novice.
1. Novice: Score 80 points or above 5 times — earns the Ruby Title and moves the team up to Intermediate.
1. Intermediate: Score 80 points or above 8 times — earns the Emerald Title and moves the team up to Advanced.
4.3 Moving Down a Division
1. Odour Tier Change: If your dog moves up in odour tiers (e.g. Tier 1 to Tier 2), your team may drop one division level to allow for the adjustment. Email info@detectiondogtrials.com to request.
1. Competitors who choose to start above Preliminary may request to move down one division if the level proves too much for their dog at that time, by emailing info@detectiondogtrials.com. This does not apply to anyone who has won out or been promoted, or who has achieved a qualifying score of 80 points in that division.
4.4 Level Specifications
Preliminary — 5 minute search time (Tier 1)
1. Hides no more than 1 meter / 3 feet off the floor; not below floor level.
1. Your dog will always be able to get their nose to source.
Novice — 5 minute search time (Tier 1), 2 hides
1. Hide 1 (Preliminary standard): Dog can get to source; no more than 1 meter / 3 feet off the floor; not below ground level.
1. Hide 2: May be anything up to Novice standard — perhaps another Preliminary-level hide, or up to 2 meters / 6 feet off the ground. If deep (e.g. a drawer or behind a barrier), the dog’s nose may be within 30 cm / 1 foot of the hide. It will never exceed these maximums.
Intermediate — 8 minute search time + tier addition if applicable, 1–3 hides (handlers do not know how many)
1. Dogs may or may not reach source. Hides no more than 3 meters / 10 feet above the dog.
1. Hides will not be buried but may be up to 20 cm / 8 inches below floor level (e.g. a drain grate).
1. Open deep hides (e.g. open drawer, good air flow): up to 50 cm / 20 inches from dog’s nose.
1. Concealed hides (e.g. closed drawer, zipped suitcase): up to 20 cm / 8 inches from dog’s nose.
Advanced — 8 minute search time + tier addition if applicable, 0–4 hides (handlers do not know how many)
1. Dogs may or may not reach source. Hides no more than 3 meters / 10 feet above the dog.
1. Hides may be buried — no more than 3 inches / 7.5 cm deep.
1. Open deep hides: up to 50 cm / 20 inches from dog’s nose.
1. Concealed hides: up to 20 cm / 8 inches from dog’s nose.
Section 5: Elements
1. Each trial may offer up to 4 elements per level — the host determines the offering for their event.
1. Every element follows the rules and timings of its division level.
1. With 2 elements, hosts may run both consecutively with a 4-minute break between. Typically all of Element 1 runs before Element 2 begins.
1. Placements of 1st through 4th are awarded per element, with a High and Reserve High per level across all elements.
Section 6: Scoring & Tie Breaking
6.1 Qualifying Score
1. The qualifying score is 80 points across all divisions.
6.2 High in Trial (HIT) & Reserve High in Trial (RHIT)
1. HIT: The highest scoring dog across all levels and elements on the day, based on total overall score. Earns a place at the annual championships.
1. RHIT: The second highest scoring dog by the same measure. Also earns a place at the annual championships.
6.3 Tie Breaking
1. When runs tie within an element, the overseeing judge reviews the runs and makes the call. DDT Pro includes a dedicated tie breaker field for this purpose.
1. Best run: +0.2 | Next: +0.1 | Third holds. For a 2-way tie: stronger run +0.1, other holds.
1. Example: Three runs at 85 become 85.2 (1st), 85.1 (2nd), 85 (3rd) for that element’s placement only.
1. Tie breaker values do not affect overall trial scoring, including HIT, RHIT, or title calculations.
Section 7: Odour Preparation & Placement
7.1 Odour Provision
1. Hosts generally supply odours for their trial. If an odour is specialist, hard to source, or licence-controlled, the competitor provides it — the host will allow time in the running order for handoff to the judge.
1. Consistency across hides is important — keep odours and soaks matched wherever possible.
* If an odour requires a licence, both the host and competitor must hold a valid licence to handle it.
7.2 Odour Tiers
1. Odours are grouped into tiers, with higher tiers receiving additional search time. Full tier listings are available on the website.
→ Full details: www.detectiondogtrials.com/odour-tiers
7.3 Equipment & Soak Preparation
1. Soak jars: Makeup or powder jars with a plastic mesh base, or a Tadd device. Soaks must not make direct contact with the odour or pad.
1. Soaks: Cue tips, filter tips, or adhesive felt pads (no more than 1.5 cm / ½ inch across).
1. Carrier (where required): Small cream pots (lid off, inner holed layer in) or small metal tins with 3–5 holes, no more than 2 cm / ¾ inch across.
1. Oils — Indoors: 1–3 drops on a cotton pad in the jar. Outdoors: 3–5 drops. Soaks placed no less than 4 hours and no more than 16 hours before the event.
1. Carrier oils — Indoors: 1 drop on a cue tip. Outdoors: 2 drops. Placed in carrier no less than 1 hour and no more than 3 hours before the event.
7.4 Hide Placement
1. Multiple hides must be at least 3 meters / 10 feet apart indoors, 5 meters / 16 feet outdoors. This does not apply where a solid barrier fully separates the hides and odour cannot pass between them (e.g. separate rooms).
1. When placing across tiers, position the higher tier hide slightly lower than the lower tier hide.
Section 8: Championships
1. Championships are held each February for qualifiers from the previous year.
1. Preliminary has two championship events per year: August (Preliminary only) and February, reflecting the pace at which these teams develop. Qualifying for August closes July 31st; qualifications from August 1st through December 31st carry forward to February.
1. If you qualify at a level and move up before championships, you may still compete at the level you qualified at — provided you have not also qualified at your new level.
Section 9: Placings, Titles & Awards
9.1 Trial Placings
1. 1st through 4th place are awarded per element, per level, per trial. 1st place earns a championship qualification.
1. HIT: The highest total overall score across all levels and elements on the day. Qualifies for annual championships.
1. RHIT: The second highest total overall score. Also qualifies for annual championships.
9.2 Titles
1. Diamond Title — Score 90 points or above at any level. A maximum of 3 Diamond Titles may be earned in one calendar year, each earning a championship invitation.
1. Sapphire Title — Awarded upon winning out of Preliminary into Novice — earned by scoring 80 points or above 3 times at Preliminary.
1. Ruby Title — Awarded upon winning out of Novice into Intermediate — earned by scoring 80 points or above 5 times at Novice.
1. Emerald Title — Awarded upon winning out of Intermediate into Advanced — earned by scoring 80 points or above 8 times at Intermediate.
9.3 Advanced Titles
Earned for every 5 scores averaged at 80 points or above in Advanced — recognizing growth and consistency at the highest level.
1. Bronze Title — 5 qualifying Advanced scores.
1. Silver Title — 10 qualifying Advanced scores.
1. Gold Title — 15 qualifying Advanced scores.
1. Platinum Title — 20 qualifying Advanced scores.
9.4 Rosettes & Prizes
1. DDT rosettes are a standard size and style — any changes require director approval.
1. Hosts are welcome to add their own prizes or trophies to make their event special, kept at a sensible level and in the spirit of the community.
1. Best of Breed: Breed association trials may award a rosette to the highest placed dog of that breed.
1. Themed rosettes (e.g. Halloween, Christmas, Easter) may be requested for themed events. An additional charge may apply; please discuss with your director.
Section 10: Annual Awards
1. Expedition Award — Awarded to the most improved team, or a team that has had a truly standout season. Nominated by judges and hosts by the end of December.
1. Summit Award — Awarded to the team with the highest average score across the year — recognizing consistency throughout the season.
1. High Peak Award — Awarded for the highest single score of the year. In a tie, the second-best score decides (e.g. Dog A: 90 & 86 edges out Dog B: 90 & 83).
1. Harmony Award — Presented at the Championships. Awarded to the search of the day that best demonstrates true harmony between dog and handler — as judged by the overseeing judge.
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